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TV’s Mr: Rogers plans shows™

on needs of grandparents and kids’ ‘ ’
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YORK RIPn He’s a
mymellow man. He lives in an-
apartment in this neighborhood.:
[here’s this trolley in his living:
room and: the trolley comes and:

-you go.‘into the- Land of:
‘Believe: There’s a theatre:

anitcasﬂeandan%ashopsi_
rything.

alﬁeve ighbor-

“That's Mr. Ro ers’ Ne
hood — a,te!ensigon show on PBS
for young children. Sometimes;
grandparents watch it, too. ChiF
dren’s Express reporters recent--
Iy talked to Fred Rogers about
grandparents and the meeds of

gmndparents and little kids.
y grandparents were very
Mportanmt to l(:ltfe,thMr Rogers
“My grandfather was ve

lively. He was the one who saiz

‘You know, you make this da
befns

s?al day by just your
yo 2

& Mr. McFeeley ;

His grandfather’s name was
Mz. McFeeley. Mr. Rogers put
the character Mr. McFeeley on
the show because he wanted an
older, peppy man for the kids to
look up to.

Mr. Rogers started writing in
high school in Latrobe, Pennsyl-
vania. He just wrote a book call-
ed Mr. Ro%ers Book for Parents
and he writes all the scripts for
all his shows.

ow Mr. Rogers is writing a
-lon gment about grand-
pa'rents or his show. We: think
that his relationship with his
grandparents helps him to
understand what children and

TR

_of life.,”.

grandparents should be like. .
. “Elderly people-and kids have
time,” Mr. Rogers said. “They
have time to look at things more

carefully and they have time-to-

listen a little more.”*

' He told us how sometimes
grandparents will. watch his
show and then discuss it with

their grandchildren. It’s peaceful

and tranquil, so the, grandpar-
ents can watch it. And. it gives
them something- to- talk about

and relate with then‘ grandchxl—r

dren.

it Toloveyou\ '

They re not rushing to work or
anything. A grandparent is there
really-just to have fun with and
love you. According to Mr.
Rogers; the best thing that. a:
child could get out of a relation-
ship with a grandparent is an
understanding of “the contimuty

o

“They ‘can know about a past

age and: they can know about.
their own parents: being ‘chil-;

dren,” Mr. Rogers continued.
.“The best thing 631 that each one
can_knqw that the other really

" cares.”

Some grandparenté have old-
fashioned ideas about children —

much freedom. Or.they really
think we’re younger than we are.
We have a little trouble with
that. It's annoying. And we're .
told a lot that old people don't-
feel comfortable around younger

kids.
Just talking.

Mr. Rogers’ Neighborhood is
helping to fill the generation gap
between the young and the old.
Putting grandparents on TV
might make children feel differ-
ently when they see their own
grandparents. Maybe make them

Kids, grandparents need to get closer!

“They have time™: Children's TV star Fred Rogers says kids
that children shouldn’t have so. and grandparents “have time to look at things more carefully and

to listen a little more.” Have you seen yours, lately?

feel like calling them and just
-talking to them.

“Ask your grandparent what it

- was like for them to grow up,”

Mr. Rogers suggested. “Listen to
each other.”

Children do respect and care
about old people, but maybe we
kids could respect them more.

“I've: been told that being a
grandparent is one of the great-
est things in thé world,” Mr.
&ogers told us. “I look forward to

at‘"

For more information about
Children’s Express, send a
stamped, self-addressed envelope
to Children’s Express, 20 Charles
St., New York, N.Y. 10014.

Children’s Express is an inde-
pendent, ‘non-profit news service
reported by children 13 years of
age or under whose tape-record-
ed interviews, discussions, re-.
ports and commentary arey
edited by teenagers and adullts.
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